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Implementation of the Recommendations of the Independent
Study into Suicide in the Ex-Service Community
(Suicide Study)

Purpose: To provide members with an update on the progress of the
implementation strategy from the Suicide Study.

Current Position

Bdckground on the Suicide Study is provided at the end of this paper for
information.

A Steering Group of senior DVA staff oversights the implementation process,
chaired by the General Manager, Services Division.

The Department is updating progress on implementation of the 21
recommendations on a quarterly basis.

DVA has established internal working parties for the following recommendations:

o 2.1 - Review of the Operation Life workshops. This review is currently being
scoped and evaluation data requirements are being developed. The review
will commence 12 months following the initial contracted workshops, May
2010.

o 5.5 and 9.3 - Keeping In Touch Pilot. An options paper is currently being
developed A pilot is expected to commence in early 2010.

o 6.4 —Increase capacity to access psychological and psychiatric advice. An
internal facilitated workshop was held in August 2009 and a paper was
developed incorporating outcomes of the workshop. The paper will be
considered by Commissions prior to engaging new mental health
professionals.

o 9.4 - Review of PTSD programs. Scoping of the key issues is continuing and
draft terms of reference are being developed. The review is expected to be
finalised by June 2010.

* In relation to recommendation 6.1, a model of case coordination has been
agreed, and 13 case co-ordinators have appointed in Sydney, Melbourne, Perth
and Brisbane to assist identified clients with complex needs to access
appropriate benefits and entitlements provided by the Department. Training for

the case coordinators will be undertaken during December 2009 and January
2010.

e Actions on two recommendations have been completed. These are
recommendation 7.2, Use of historical military service records for investigations,
and recommendation 7.3, relating to Tip Off cases and investigations.






